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no desire to have it conservative, or to see their own
influence curtailed; and they cannot fail to perceive
that their interests and opinions would suffer a severe
check if the Right were to become Republican.1 It is
not unnatural^ therefore, that they should have tried to
keep the Right and the conservative Republicans apart,
by urging the government into a renewal of the anti-
clerical policy.2

Another result of the contest with Boulanger, though
a less permanent one, was a closer union of StrTI le
all the Republicans, caused by the impend-
ing danger and the need of united action to
which it gave rise. Thus was developed the
policy of the Republican concentration, as it tlon*
is called; that is, the attempt to hold all the vary-
ing shades of Republicans together as a single party.
This had always been the practice of the Opportunists,
but now it grew more systematic. The different organ-
ized groups dissolved, or became less prominent and
less active;3 but the happy family so created could not
possibly live in peace very long. For a time, indeed,
everything went smoothly. Neither the Right nor the
Radicals were at jfirst in a condition for battle, because
the Right had been disorganized and beaten, and the
Radicals had lost power by the defection of some of
their members, and by the fact that the revision of the

1 G. Monod, Contemp. Rev., vol. 58, p. 19.

a " La pacification r^ligieuse," George Picot, Revue des Deux Mondes,
July 1, 1892. This has always been the Kadical device for keeping the
Republicans together. Cf, Dupriez, vol. iL p. M8 ; Simon, Nos Hommes

p. 146.
Dupriez, vol. ii. p. 392.